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Whereas AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps Sen-

iors funds have been invested in nonprofit, 
community, educational, and faith-based 
groups, and those funds leverage hundreds of 
millions of dollars in outside funding and in- 
kind support each year; 

Whereas AmeriCorps members and 
AmeriCorps Seniors volunteers have pro-
vided millions of hours of service nation-
wide, helping— 

(1) to improve the lives of the most vulner-
able people of the United States; 

(2) to protect the environment and restore 
public lands; 

(3) to contribute to public safety; 
(4) to respond to natural disasters; 
(5) to address food insecurity and public 

health; 
(6) to strengthen the educational system of 

the United States; and 
(7) to expand economic opportunity; 
Whereas AmeriCorps members and 

AmeriCorps Seniors volunteers recruit and 
manage millions of community volunteers, 
demonstrating the value of AmeriCorps as a 
powerful force for encouraging people to be-
come involved in volunteering and commu-
nity service; 

Whereas, for more than 5 decades, 
AmeriCorps Seniors volunteers in the RSVP, 
Foster Grandparent, and Senior Companion 
programs have played an important role in 
strengthening communities by sharing their 
experience, knowledge, and accomplishments 
with the individuals they serve; 

Whereas, since 1994, more than 1,250,000 
AmeriCorps members have taken the 
AmeriCorps pledge to ‘‘get things done for 
America’’ through the AmeriCorps State and 
National, AmeriCorps VISTA, and 
AmeriCorps NCCC programs; 

Whereas AmeriCorps members nationwide, 
in return for the service of those members, 
have earned more than $4,400,000,000 to use to 
further their own educational advancement 
at colleges and universities across the 
United States and to pay back student loans; 

Whereas AmeriCorps is a proven pathway 
to employment, providing members with val-
uable career skills, experience, and contacts 
to prepare them for the 21st century work-
force and support economic competitiveness 
in the United States; 

Whereas, in 2009, Congress passed the bi-
partisan Serve America Act (Public Law 111– 
13; 123 Stat. 1460), which authorized the ex-
pansion of national service, expanded oppor-
tunities to serve, increased efficiency and ac-
countability, and strengthened the capacity 
of organizations and communities to solve 
problems; 

Whereas national service programs have 
engaged millions of people in the United 
States in results-driven service in the most 
vulnerable communities of the United 
States, providing hope and help to individ-
uals with economic and social needs; 

Whereas national service and volunteerism 
demonstrate the best of the spirit of the 
United States, with people solving problems 
by working together to find community solu-
tions; and 

Whereas AmeriCorps Week, observed in 
2023 from March 12 through March 18, is an 
appropriate time for the people of the United 
States— 

(1) to salute current and former 
AmeriCorps members and AmeriCorps Sen-
iors volunteers for their positive impact on 
generations of Americans; 

(2) to thank the grantees, State service 
commissions, and community partners of 
AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps Seniors for 
making the programs possible; and 

(3) to encourage more people in the United 
States to become involved in service and vol-
unteering: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) encourages the people of the United 
States to join in a national effort— 

(A) to salute AmeriCorps members and 
alumni and AmeriCorps Seniors volunteers; 
and 

(B) to raise awareness about the impor-
tance of national and community service; 

(2) acknowledges the significant accom-
plishments of the members, volunteers, 
alumni, and community partners of 
AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps Seniors; 

(3) recognizes the important contributions 
made by AmeriCorps members and alumni 
and AmeriCorps Seniors volunteers to the 
lives of the people of the United States; and 

(4) encourages individuals of all ages to 
consider opportunities to serve in 
AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps Seniors. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 137—HON-
ORING THE VOLUNTEERS OF 
THE COAST GUARD OMBUDSMAN 
PROGRAM ON OMBUDSMAN AP-
PRECIATION DAY 
Ms. CANTWELL (for herself, Mr. 

CRUZ, Ms. BALDWIN, and Mr. SULLIVAN) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 137 
Whereas the Coast Guard Ombudsman pro-

gram was formally established by Admiral 
James S. Gracey, the 17th Commandant of 
the Coast Guard, to provide a link between 
the Coast Guard command and Coast Guard 
families through the engagement of spouses 
of members of the Coast Guard; 

Whereas the leadership of Wanda Allen- 
Yearout for over 36 years helped establish 
and shape the Coast Guard Ombudsman pro-
gram into the robust volunteer force it is 
today; 

Whereas Ombudsman Appreciation Day is 
celebrated on March 26, 2023, to honor Coast 
Guard ombudsmen for the dedicated service 
they provide to the mission-ready workforce 
of the Coast Guard; 

Whereas Coast Guard ombudsmen serve as 
volunteers— 

(1) providing information and referral re-
sources; and 

(2) acting as advocates for the families of 
members of the Coast Guard; 

Whereas the selfless Coast Guard ombuds-
men volunteers are essential to the success 
of the Coast Guard, supporting families to 
enable service members and service com-
mands to focus on mission requirements; 

Whereas, in 2022, Coast Guard service mem-
bers were helping the public and carrying 
out missions, and ombudsmen across the 
Coast Guard were helping by making over 
350,000 contacts with, and volunteering more 
than 13,000 hours to assist, Coast Guard fami-
lies; 

Whereas, recognizing that military service 
involves sacrifices and difficulties with sepa-
ration from family, frequent moves, new 
schools, and long distances from loved ones, 
Coast Guard ombudsmen respond to ensure 
military families are not alone by providing 
vital information to facilitate the transi-
tions of those families to new assignments 
and to overcome family challenges; 

Whereas Coast Guard ombudsmen were 
vital to supporting family members after the 
terrorist attacks on September 11th, 2001, 
the most extensive organizational trans-
formation of the Coast Guard since World 
War II; 

Whereas, as the Coast Guard responded to 
and rescued displaced people during Hurri-
cane Katrina, Coast Guard ombudsmen, 
often consisting of spouses of Coast Guard 
rescuers and hurricane evacuees— 

(1) tracked and accounted for Coast Guard 
families; 

(2) rendered assistance; and 
(3) communicated vital evacuation infor-

mation; 
Whereas, during the COVID–19 pandemic, 

Coast Guard ombudsmen recognized chal-
lenges and ensured the operational readiness 
of the Coast Guard was maintained by pro-
viding direct support to Coast Guard fami-
lies; and 

Whereas, by volunteering on the home 
front, being available for Coast Guard fami-
lies, and helping Coast Guard families obtain 
the resources and information necessary for 
success, Coast Guard ombudsmen help ensure 
that members of the Coast Guard and their 
families remain ‘‘Always Ready’’ to meet the 
needs of the United States: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) celebrates Ombudsman Appreciation 

Day and Coast Guard ombudsmen on March 
26, 2023; 

(2) is grateful to the women and men who 
volunteer their time as Coast Guard ombuds-
men to assist the families of members of the 
Coast Guard; and 

(3) congratulates the volunteers of the 
Coast Guard Ombudsman program on 37 
years of service. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 138—HIGH-
LIGHTING THE RISKS THAT EN-
VIRONMENTAL DEFENDERS 
FACE AROUND THE WORLD AND 
COMMENDING THEIR ROLE IN 
DEFENDING HUMAN RIGHTS, 
COMBATING CLIMATE CHAOS, 
AND SUPPORTING A CLEAN, 
HEALTHY, AND SUSTAINABLE 
ENVIRONMENT 

Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr. 
KAINE, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
Mr. PADILLA, and Mr. CARDIN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations: 

S. RES. 138 

Whereas, around the world, environmental 
defenders—individuals exercising their 
human rights to try to peacefully protect an 
area or the natural resources of such area 
from negative environmental impact by an 
ongoing or proposed activity—face persecu-
tion from government, private sector, and 
criminal actors, including restrictions on 
free speech and assembly, criminalization, 
civil lawsuits, surveillance, harassment, 
verbal, cyber, and physical intimidation, 
sexual assault, and targeted murder; 

Whereas at least 1,733 environmental de-
fenders have been reported killed since 2012, 
with at least 200 killed in 2021; 

Whereas at least 1,179 environmental de-
fenders have been reported killed in Latin 
America and the Caribbean since 2012, mak-
ing it the region with the highest number of 
environmental defender deaths and persecu-
tion overall, exemplified by the cases of— 

(1) Homero Gómez González, who was forc-
ibly disappeared and found dead in Mexico 
with reported signs of torture after fighting 
to protect the wintering grounds of the mon-
arch butterfly from illegal logging; 

(2) Bruno Pereira, an advocate for the In-
digenous Peoples of Brazil’s Amazon, who re-
ceived threats and was murdered for stand-
ing up to illegal logging, mining, and drug 
trafficking; 

(3) Berta Cáceres, a Lenca Indigenous 
woman, whose murder was ordered by the 
Honduran company, Desarrollos Energéticos 
SA, for organizing protests that led to the 
cancellation of the proposed Agua Zarca 
Dam; and 
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